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March 3, 2014      8:30 A.M. 

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX - COMMISSIONERS' ROOM   

MINUTES 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Mike Haddock, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Vice-Chairman   Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Zack Koonce, III, Commissioner                         Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer   
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner                                       Jimmie B. Hicks, County Attorney 
Frank Emory, Commissioner 
 

The Chairman called the meeting to order and Commissioner Koonce gave the invocation.  A 
MOTION was made by Commissioner Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Koonce, and 
unanimously carried THAT the agenda be approved with the following addition: 
 
10.  CLOSED SESSIONS UNDER NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) and 143-318.11(a)(3) 

 
MOTION made by Commissioner Koonce, seconded by Commissioner Wiggins, and 
unanimously carried THAT the minutes of February 17, 2014, regular session, February 17, 
2014, closed session, February 24, 2014, regular session, and February 24, 2014 closed session, 
be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

 Walter Robinson stated that there were concerns from citizens in regards to water tap 
 fees.  He questioned whether the meter was the property of the homeowner or the county.  
 Mr. Robinson explained that it wasn't fair for someone to pay the tap fee to have a meter 
 installed and have to pay another tap fee if they moved from that location to another 
 property without service.  Mr. Howard explained that the fee was for the installation of 
 the service and the installation was an improvement to the parcel, which would increase 
 the value of the property.  Mr. Howard also stated that the meter was owned by the 
 county.  The board will discuss this issue and send Mr. Robinson a formal response to his 
 inquiry.  
 

1. DOT APPRECIATION LETTER  

MOTION made by Commissioner Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Koonce, and 
unanimously carried THAT the letter drafted for the DOT be approved as presented.  A 
copy of the letter is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and made 
a part of these minutes.   
 

2.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS 14 & 15    

MOTION made by Commissioner Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Commissioner Wiggins, 
and unanimously carried THAT Budget Amendments 14 & 15 be approved, a copy of 
which  is marked Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of 
these minutes.  
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3.  FMLA POLICY UPDATE    

MOTION made by Commissioner Koonce, seconded by Commissioner Wiggins, and 
unanimously carried THAT the FMLA policy update be approved as presented, a copy of 
which is marked Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of 
these minutes.  
 

4.  CTP STEERING COMMITTEE      

Mr. Howard presented information to the Board from the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation concerning the creation of a CTP Steering Committee in Jones County.  
No action was taken on this item.  
 

5.  CAPITAL REQUESTS - COMPUTERS    

 MOTION made by Commissioner Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Emory, and 
 unanimously carried THAT the capital requests for computers be approved in the amount 
 of $18,727.12 as requested using County Capital Funds. These computer upgrades are 
 required due to Microsoft XP no longer being supported and in order to keep our system 
 secure. A copy of the quotes is marked Exhibit D and is hereby incorporated by reference 
 and made a part of these minutes.  
   
6.  DEBT SETOFF REFUNDS 

MOTION made by Comissioner Koonce, seconded by Commissioner Ipock-Riggs, and 
unanimously carried THAT the debt setoff refunds be approved as presented on the Debt 
Setoff Refund Report, a copy of which is marked Exhibit E and is hereby incorporated by 
reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

7.  JOINT MEETING WITH SCHOOL BOARD, REP. MCELRAFT & SEN. BROWN 

Mr. Howard explained that a tentative date was scheduled for March 31, 2014, to meet 
with Harry Brown and Pat McElraft.  However, Rep. McElraft is not available on that 
date.  It was the pleasure of the Board to reschedule for a date that would fit the schedule 
for both of these representatives.  Mr. Howard will report to the Board at the next 
meeting in regards to a rescheduled meeting date. 
 
There was some discussion about lottery funds and the potential decrease in funds to be 
received by the County.  These funds were allocated for the Jones Senior High School 
gymnasium project and any decrease in the amount received will result in a deficit of  the 
annual payment for the project.    
 

8.  INVOICE - SUMRELL, SUGG, CARMICHAEL, HICKS & HART, P.A.  

MOTION made by Commissioner Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Koonce, and 
unanimously carried THAT an invoice for services rendered by Sumrell, Sugg, 
Carmichael, Hicks & Hart, P.A. be approved for payment as follows: 
 
General Legal     $3,595.01 
Matchpoint - Breach of Contract   $2,564.88 
HMGP Buyout Program           $100 
EDC      $1,141.69 
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9.  AUTOMATIC METER READING PROJECT - PAY REQUEST NUMBER 6 

MOTION made by Commissioner Emory, seconded by Commissioner Wiggins, and 
unanimously carried THAT the Automatic Meter Reading Project Pay Request Number 
6 be approved for payment in the amount of $88,626.62 using AMR Funds.   
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 None.  
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 Commissioner Wiggins  - 

  None 
 
 Commissioner Ipock-Riggs -  

 Commissioner Ipock-Riggs expressed a desire to have a workshop to discuss water 
 issues.  
  
 Commissioner Koonce- 

 None 
  
 Commissioner Emory -  

 None 
    
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

  Walter Robinson expressed concerns about pit bulls in the county.  Mr. Robinson 
 expressed a desire for the board to take action against these dangerous dogs and 
 explained that Mecklenburg County had created a rule that owners of these dogs be 
 insured in the  amount of $10,000.  There was some discussion amongst the Board 
 concerning the Dangerous Dog Board and possible ordinances.  The Board will discuss 
 this issue with  the attorney and send a formal reply to Mr. Robinson on this issue at a 
 later date. 
 
10.  CLOSED SESSIONS  

 MOTION made by Commissioner Emory, seconded by Commissioner Koonce, and  
 unanimously carried THAT the Board go into closed sessions under NCGS 143-
 318.11(a)(6) and NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(3).   
 
 MOTION made by Commissioner Emory, seconded by Commissioner Wiggins, and  
 unanimously carried THAT the Board go out of closed sessions under NCGS 143-
 318.11(a)(6) and NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(3).   
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MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

___________________________  ______________________________ 
Mike Haddock     Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B  
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EXHIBIT C  
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EXHIBIT D 
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EXHIBIT E  
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